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About the Variety Heart Scholarship
The Variety Heart Scholarship supports young people across Western Australia to pursue their talent in sport, the arts and academics. It is designed for young people who have already demonstrated strong ability and are ready to take the next step in their chosen field.

While talent can be found anywhere, access to opportunity is not always equal. For families navigating additional challenges, this scholarship can make the difference between potential and real progress.

The scholarship can help cover the costs of coaching, training, equipment, travel and development opportunities, supporting young people to grow, compete and progress.

Eligibility
To be eligible for a Variety Heart Scholarship, applicants must meet all of the following criteria:

1. The child resides in Western Australia
1. The child is aged 6 to 18 years (17 at the time of application)
1. The child is living with disability, chronic illness or experiencing disadvantage
1. The child has demonstrated strong talent and is actively developing their skills at a higher level
1. The child's ability and progression can be verified by a relevant professional (coach, tutor or specialist)

Scholarships are not designed for recreational or informal participation. Applicants should be able to demonstrate structured involvement, recognised competition or clear progression toward higher levels of achievement.

Scholarship Areas
Scholarships are available across three areas: sport, the arts and academic development.

Sport
We support young people demonstrating strong ability, commitment and progression across a wide range of sports and competitive disciplines, including adapted or wheelchair-based formats. This may include:

1. Team sports: AFL, soccer, netball, basketball, rugby, cricket, hockey
1. Individual performance sports: athletics, swimming, gymnastics, martial arts, tennis
1. Endurance and outdoor sports: cycling, triathlon, running, surf lifesaving
1. Water sports: sailing, rowing, kayaking, surfing
1. Precision sports: golf, archery and other skill-based disciplines
1. Equestrian sports: dressage, show jumping and eventing
1. Performance, strategy and emerging sports: esports, chess and other recognised competitive disciplines
1. Motorsport pathways: karting, junior circuit racing and structured driver development programs

Applications must demonstrate structured participation, recognised competition or clear progression toward higher levels of performance such as state, national or equivalent pathways. Recreational or informal participation without evidence of progression is unlikely to be considered.

The Arts
We support young people who are actively developing their talent and pursuing progression in creative and performing disciplines. This may include:

1. Visual arts: drawing, painting, ceramics, photography, digital art, filmmaking
1. Performing arts: dance, music, singing, theatre
1. Creative and production arts: screen production, editing, composition, technical production
1. Literary arts: writing, poetry, storytelling and other forms of creative expression

Applications should demonstrate commitment, progression and achievement through examples such as portfolios, performances, training or formal recognition.

Academic Development
We support young people demonstrating strong academic ability and engagement beyond the standard school curriculum, undertaken outside of compulsory school requirements. This may include:

1. STEM and innovation: coding, robotics, engineering programs, mathematics enrichment
1. Academic extension programs: selective or advanced learning programs, competitions or recognised academic pathways
1. Research and problem-solving disciplines: science, technology or academic projects demonstrating advanced capability

Applications should demonstrate participation in structured programs, competitions or pathways that extend beyond standard classroom learning.

What the Scholarship Can Cover
A Variety Heart Scholarship may contribute towards:

1. Coaching or tuition fees
1. Training program costs
1. Competition or entry fees
1. Equipment and supplies directly related to the discipline
1. Uniforms or costumes
1. Travel expenses directly related to competitions (recipient only)

What is not covered
1. School fees or standard curriculum tutoring
1. Retrospective costs (items already purchased before approval)
1. Travel costs for family members
1. General household or living expenses
1. Ongoing maintenance or repair of equipment

Supporting Documentation
The following documents are required to support your application. Most families already have these or can obtain them easily.

Proof of diagnosis (if applicable)
A recent letter from your child's GP or paediatrician confirming or explaining their diagnosis.

Referee letter
A letter from your child's coach, tutor or relevant professional confirming their ability, commitment and recent progress. The letter should outline:

1. Your child's strengths and level of ability
1. Recent achievements, milestones or performance level
1. Their commitment, attitude and work ethic
1. Why additional support would help them progress further

Proof of household income
Recent documents within the last 6 months, including two recent payslips and/or two Centrelink statements. If self-employed, provide your most recent tax return or Notice of Assessment.

Cost estimate
An estimate of coaching, training, tuition or development costs relevant to your child's chosen field for the next 12 months.

Audio and video files (strongly encouraged for arts applicants)
If applying under The Arts category, we strongly encourage you to include an audio or video file with your application. This gives the panel a much clearer picture of your child's abilities and helps ensure a more informed and fair assessment. Please keep files to a maximum of 5MB for upload. Larger files can be emailed to grants@varietywa.org.au with your child's name in the subject line.

How to Apply
Applications are submitted online via the Variety WA website. Application dates are published on the Variety WA website each year. We encourage families to apply as early as possible, as applications are reviewed across two rounds and there may be less funding available in the second round.

1. Complete the online application form and upload all supporting documents, including your referee letter and cost estimate.
1. You will receive a confirmation email once your application has been submitted.
1. Our team will review your application to ensure it meets the eligibility criteria and includes all required information.
1. Eligible applications are assessed by the Variety WA Scholarship Panel.
1. You will be notified of the outcome by email, with outcomes typically provided in the first quarter of the following year.

Assessment and Decision Making
All applications are reviewed carefully and confidentially by the Variety WA team and assessed by the Variety WA Scholarship Panel, which includes individuals with experience across sport, the arts and academic development.

Assessment criteria
Applications are assessed based on:

1. Demonstrated ability and level of progression
1. Financial need and level of disadvantage
1. The potential impact of the scholarship on the child's development
1. Commitment and progression toward higher levels of achievement
1. The strength and quality of supporting evidence
1. Alignment with Variety WA's mission and priorities

Decision making
Applications are reviewed by an experienced external panel of professionals with knowledge across sport, the arts and academic development. Applications are assessed across two rounds depending on volume received, so applying early is encouraged as there may be less funding available in the second round. Decisions are made based on merit and available funding.

If your child is not awarded a scholarship, it does not necessarily mean they do not have talent. Many factors are considered, including how well the application communicates their achievements and the level of funding available. If your application is unsuccessful, you are welcome to apply again in the next annual round.

Reapplying
For returning applicants, recurring support is not guaranteed. Each application is reviewed independently, just as if it is the first time. The panel will not assume they know your child, so it is important to clearly highlight their progress and achievements over the past year.

Outcomes
All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application by email. Funding may be approved in full or in part, and not all applications will be successful. If your application is unsuccessful, you are welcome to apply again in a future round.

Important Information

Payment
If approved, scholarship funding is paid to the recipient's nominated bank account in instalments at times determined by Variety WA.

Scholarship period
Scholarships are valid for 12 months from the date of approval. Any unspent funds must be returned to Variety WA at the end of the scholarship period.

Use of funds
Funds must be used for approved purposes only. Recipients may be asked to provide reporting or feedback during or at the conclusion of the scholarship period.

Returning applicants
Previous recipients are welcome to apply again in future rounds. Scholarships are not guaranteed to be ongoing and all applications are assessed independently based on current information and available funding.

Award celebration
Successful applicants will be invited to attend an award celebration ceremony in Perth. This is an opportunity to formally recognise and celebrate the achievements of all recipients. While attendance is not mandatory, families are warmly encouraged to attend.

Contact Us
If you have any questions about the Variety Heart Scholarship, eligibility or the application process, please get in touch with the Variety WA team.

Email: info@varietywa.org.au
Phone: 08 9355 3655
Website: varietywa.org.au

Application dates are published on the Variety WA website. Please check back regularly for updates on the next round.
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