Motor Mouth Camp   |   Guidelines and Eligibility: Children (AAC Users) and Families
Motor Mouth Camp
Guidelines & Eligibility
Children (AAC Users) & Families

About Motor Mouth Camp
Motor Mouth Camp is an immersive communication program for children who use Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC). Delivered over three days at Point Walter Campsite in Bicton, the camp brings children, families and communication specialists together in a supportive, play-based environment, where every child is understood and every voice is valued.
The program is designed around real-world communication experiences. Children use AAC in everyday situations, including making friends, taking part in activities and expressing themselves in a safe, encouraging environment. Families are supported alongside their children through shared learning, practical guidance and connection with others on a similar journey.
Motor Mouth Camp is led by speech pathologist and program coordinator Kelly Savage, whose work over 15 years has helped shape the program into a nationally recognised model for AAC support and inclusion.
The camp runs across two rounds each year. Attendance is free for all participating families.
Key Details
	Location
	Point Walter Campsite, Bicton, Western Australia

	Duration
	Three days (Friday afternoon through to Sunday late morning)

	Frequency
	Two camps per year. Dates are confirmed and published on the Variety WA website.

	Cost
	Free for all participating families

	Program Lead
	Kelly Savage, Speech Pathologist and Program Coordinator



What Participants Gain
Motor Mouth Camp is designed to support both children and families. By the end of the camp, participants can expect to have developed:
1. Confidence to communicate in real-life settings
1. Stronger social connection and new friendships with others who use AAC
1. Greater independence and broader participation in everyday activities
1. Practical skills to support AAC use at home and in the community
1. A stronger sense of belonging within the AAC community
For families, the camp offers the opportunity to connect with other parents and carers navigating similar experiences, building a community grounded in shared understanding and inclusion.

What to Expect at Camp
Sessions are facilitated by communication specialists and trained volunteers. Activities are designed to encourage participation, interaction and real-world communication in a structured yet relaxed environment.
Camp activities and sessions typically include:
1. Group-based communication therapy
1. Family activities to practise using AAC in everyday situations
1. Fun activities for siblings
1. Parent and carer workshops and networking sessions
1. Mentoring from adult AAC users
1. Social and evening activities for the whole family
Families are actively involved throughout the program, creating a shared learning experience for both children and their carers.
Who Can Apply
Motor Mouth Camp is open to children who use AAC and their families. To be eligible, applicants must meet all of the following criteria:
The child
1. Must reside in Western Australia
1. Must be actively using an AAC system
1. Must be aged 6 to 18 years (17 at time of application)
1. Must be supported by a speech pathologist
1. Must be able to participate in small group activities in a busy environment
The family
1. The child must attend camp with at least one parent or carer. It is strongly encouraged that the whole family attends, including siblings.
1. The child and family must have a genuine interest in developing AAC skills and a willingness to participate in all activities throughout the camp.
Please note that places at Motor Mouth Camp are limited. Meeting the eligibility criteria does not guarantee a place.

How to Apply
Applications are submitted online via the Variety WA website when a camp round is open. Please check the website for current application dates.
The application process involves two steps:
Step 1: Complete the online application form
Submit the family application form via the Variety WA website. A separate application must be completed for each child who uses AAC.
Step 2: Speech Pathologist Referral Form
Your child's speech pathologist must complete a Speech Pathologist Referral Form as part of your application. This can be your child's school-based or private speech pathologist. The Variety WA team may contact the speech pathologist to discuss the application if required.
Once your application has been submitted, you will receive a confirmation email. Applicants will be notified of the outcome by the Variety WA team.

Assessment and Decision Making
All applications are reviewed carefully and confidentially by the Variety WA team.
Assessment
Applications are assessed based on:
1. The child's communication needs and current AAC use
1. Family readiness and capacity to participate fully in the camp
1. The potential benefit of the program for the child and family
1. Suitability for participation in a group environment
Decision Making
Applications are reviewed by a specialist panel. In making decisions, the panel also considers the balance of the group and the range of needs across all applicants. Final participant selection is approved by the panel.
Outcomes
All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application by email. Places are limited and not all applications will be successful. If your application is unsuccessful, you are welcome to apply again in a future camp round.

Important Information
If you can no longer attend
If your application is successful and you are subsequently unable to attend, please notify the Variety WA team as soon as possible. This allows us to offer your place to another family. Contact us at:
Email: mmc@varietywa.org.au
Phone: 08 9355 3655
If your application is unsuccessful
You are welcome to apply again in a future camp round. The Variety WA team will notify all applicants of the outcome and can provide guidance on reapplying.
Supervision and safety
Parents and carers are responsible for the supervision and safety of their child or children at all times during the camp.

Contact Us
If you have any questions about Motor Mouth Camp, eligibility or the application process, please get in touch with the Variety WA team.
Email: mmc@varietywa.org.au
Phone: 08 9355 3655
Website: varietywa.org.au
Camp dates and application links are published on the Variety WA website. Please check back regularly for updates on upcoming camp rounds.
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